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11. Social Networking Tools for Libraries

Dr. Vaishali M. Choudhari
Lalbahadur Shastri Mahavidyalaya, Partur, Dist-Jalpa.

Abstract

Social networking has become new tool or medium to interact. We use social networking
tools in day to day life rather they have became part of everyone's life. The tools Fghich are
popularly used are Whatsapp, Face book, Twitter, Blog, LinkedIn etc. Libraries also have
changed from traditional to hi-tech libraries to meet the expectation of the techno savvy users.
Social networking tools are also used in libraries to share the information in fastest and easiest
possible way.

The paper discusses the use of social networking tools in libranes.

Key words: Social, network, networking mobile, tools.

Introduction
The high increase in the demand for information worldwide has lead to increased access

to the Internet and mobile communication. This has further opened up doors to the emerging of
broader communication and much more user friendly social media tools. In general term Social
media can be described in different ways and for different purposes, but the term social media
which is in vogue may be understood as means of connecting the members of various internet
communities. These communitics consist of users who used web based computer applications
with an intention to contribute,share, collaborate, and communicate over the communities by
maintaining transparency.
Social media has been defined in different words by different scholars and experts. But in

all these definitions, it clearly that social media tools are online tools whose principle aim 1s 10
offer social interactions and exchange of items products between and or among people with
common interest. Participants enjoy social relationship and informal exchange of ideas, products,
ete. Social media has been broadly defined to refer to ‘the many relatively, inexpensive and
widely accessible electronic tools that enable people to publish and access information,
collaborate on common issues or build relationships’.

. Lantdmdewnnesaed rapid growth of social media application in different spheres of

the world. Some interesting facts demonstrating the growth of social media
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and programs, post new book reviews and book award list, and crealE online
discussion.

¥ Twitter: Twitter is more interesting platform than phone or c-mails its gives sia
better picture of their impact on others. Twitter is 8 microblogging application, 10 keep
staff and patrons updated on daily activities.

v  Linkedln: This social networking site for professionals is a great Way to get ibrary
patrons connected with the people that can help them find information. Whether that it
you, faculty, author, historians or other sources, they can be find on the Linkedin
network.

v LIS Link: This Particular tool is designed for LIS professionals by a LIS professional. It
is most popular and biggest social network in the field of Library and Information
Science in India. It's a forum for the libranans regarding events, announcements, jobs,
vacancies, book review, and information of new books. Its provide discussion with
subject expert.

Information Distribution
¥  Fliekr: Is image distribution social networking site. We can share new image

ffs a

collections, create new image sets with metadata, as well as take advantage of many
plugins available for fliekr users. Library professionals can use this tool 10 share
captured images of various workshops, conference, and any other activity orgamzed
within the campus.

v  YouTube: YouTube is one of an emerging class of tools that allows its users to form
communities and share around their content E-learning tutonals, events and other
online library services effectively promoted and webcast through YouTube. LIS
professional can use YouTube to upload the personal video online.

¢  TeacherTube: TeacherTube, which is a YouTube for teachers, present an excellent
opportunity for instructor-Librarian collaboration. Instruction can gwide student to
helpful library resources and vice versa.

v  Second Life: Second Life is a platform whose imagination is beyond limit. LIS
professionals can use this tool to create virtual library with streamed media,
mmmm

- W‘ is online encyclopedia updaled by users. LIS pmfemonals can
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¥ aNobii: This site for book lovers is a place to share reviews and recommendations. You

can also take advantage of due date alerts, lending and discussions.

Library Things: This social cataloguing network is great for librarians and you can

catalogue with Amazon, the Library of congress, and more than 200 libraries around

the world. Web 2.0 software to display special grouping of books and connect them (0

other readers’ choice.

¥ Netvibes: A personalized dash board publishing platform for the web, In Netvibes new

Gingerbeta you can create a public page that can be viewed by anyone you can use it to
help guidc. patrons to helpful internet sources, newsfeed and many more.

Social networking tools have given us a great way to protect and build our digital
reputation. These tools enable library to pull out them out of the dark ages of the traditional pre
intemet era and put them into today’s ICT era. With these social networking tools it is easier than
ever to stay in touch, organized and well connected, We can get more gecess to information than
before.

Conclusion

For LISprofessionals, user satisfaction should be first and foremost prionty and they have

v

to collect and disseminate the right information to the right reader at oght time in 2 night manner

from anywhere. Information distribution is the major part and crucial areas where LIS

. professionals should take a look seriously while considering and designing library and
i information activities in digital age. These tools make it casy to collect, organized and share
~ information from anywhere. Social networking tools can help LIS professionals to organized
.W resources in library environment for getting useful handy information which can be

wuth the information and communication technologies. With these social netwarkmg
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